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THE FOURTH SEMI-ANNUAL EXPOSITION 

OF THE AMERICAN FURNITURE 

MANUFACTURERS. 

THE Fourth Semi- Annual Exposition of Furniture, 
* under the auspices of the American Furniture 
Manufacturers Exposition Association, will be held 
in the New York Industrial Building, on Lexington 
avenue, New York City, opening January 9th, and 
closing February 4th, 1893. 

Applications for space are coming in from all 
quarters, and nearly two hundred leading manufac- 
turers from both East and West will exhibit their 
lines for the spring of 1893. The features that make 
this exposition so popular with the manufacturers 
are as follows : 

Exhibits 

are shown from all parts Of the United States, by 
leading manufacturers of all grades of furniture, 
for every department of the retail store. Both case 
work and upholstered lines are shown from a more 
varied list of factories than In any other market. In 
fact every prominent market sends its representative 
line to this exposition. 

Novelties 

when brought out are first displayed at the New 
York Exposition, the manufacturer fully realizing 
that by so doing his product is placed directly before 
the discerning dealer. 

A FEW DATS 

spent in carefully examining all the products at this 
exposition will give the observing dealer a clear in- 
sight into the coming season's styles at so early a 
date that he will be enabled to make his purchases 
in such a manner as to bring his stock thoroughly 
" up to date." 

Eakly Purchases 

mean early deliveries, and that means that your new 
goods will be all on your floor when the first cus- 
tomer of the season visits your store, — a matter of 
much importance in these days of sharp com- 
petition. 

Partitions 

surround each exhibit, enabling buyers to make 
their purchases with the same privacy as obtained in 
the warerooms of any firm. 

The Ahnoyance 

of buyers by solicitations of salesmen to induce them 
to visit particular exhibits is strictly prohibited and 
prevented, leaving the dealer to go when and where 
suits his choice and convenience. 

Admission 

is limited strictly to actual bona-fide dealers, their 
buyers and accredited employees, whereby the man- 
agement Is able to guarantee to the trade that no 
goods are sold at retail. 

Ladles directly connected with the trade will also 
be admitted. 

all Samples 

will be returned to the factories immediately after 
the close of the Exposition, as a guarantee that they 
will not remain in the building to be sold at retail. 

Januakt 

is a month when the dealer can leave his business 
for a week to the least possible disadvantage. The 
Exposition will open January 9th for four weeks, 
closing February 4th, giving all ample time to com- 
plete their inventory, and then visit the Exposition 
well posted as to the requirements of their stock. 



C. J. VIEAU & CO.'S BRANCH HOUSE AT 
FROTIDENCE, R. I. 

THE city of Providence, R. I., is noted for the 
great number of refined people in easy circum- 
stances who reside in and around the city, and the 
demand that exists for fine furnishing goods has in- 
duced Messrs. C. J. Vieau & Co., of 907 Broadway, 
New York, to locate a branch office of their business 
on Westminster St., of the former city. _ They 
occupy a suite of rooms in the Conrad building well 
arranged to display the merits of the decorative 
textile fabrics shown therein, and other furnishings, 
many of which are of a nature not accessible to the 
ordinary dealer in decorative goods. 

They are at present holding an exhibition of fine 
examples of antiqne and modern hand-woven fab- 
rics, comprising Gobelin, Aubusson, Savonnerie, 
Beauvais, Watteau, Gothic, Flemish and antique De 
Bellville, tapestries, to which they cordially invite 
architects, artists, connoisseurs, and all lovers of 
the beautiful. Including in the display are repro- 
ductions of Raphael's celebrated chapel cartoons, 
the original drawing's being in the possession of the 
British Museum. A superb wall hanging called 
" The Disturbed Meditation," in Beauvais tapestry 
after Gardi, four exquisite Watteau panels, in sofa, 
chair and screen designs, representing music and 
flowers, and an antique Aubusson tapestry panel re- 
presenting poppies in rich and softly blended color- 
ings are exhibited, and there is a modern Aubusson 
panel representing a basket of roses richly designed 
and colored. There is a fine architectural design of 
an ancient French chateau by a riverside, surround- 
ed by lovely autumnal landscape in modern Gobelin 
tapestry. Several smaller pieces are shown, of 
wonderful coloring in castle and woodland scenery. 

Associated with these is an exclusive exhibit of 
fine embroideries on satin damask, for wall panels. 
There is also an exhibit of silk French furniture 
brocades, portieres and curtains, draperies of figured 
silk and metal embroidered cloths in correct Louis 
XV., Louis XVI. and Empire periods of interior de- 
coration. There are some rich designs in Yama silk, 
and the lighter silk damasks, a magnificent Empire 
pattern in green and gold being extremely decora 
tive. 

The firm are also showing samples of the various 
grades of fine carpets, including Aubusson, Royal 
Wilton, Velvet and Brussels designs. The floor of 
the principal office is covered with a Pompeian red 
carpet, and has a large handsome Berlin rug thrown 
thereon. These rugs are made by machinery after 
the style of Oriental carpets, and hence can be ex- 
ecuted at much less cost than those of Oriental 
manufacture. The Oriental designs and colorings 
are faithfully preserved. 

The firm are at the present time decorating the 
bouse of one of phe principal citizens of Providence, 
the drawing-room of which will be in tones of fawn, 
enlivened with soft colorings. The floor will be 
covered with an Aubusson carpet, specially 
designed and . mahuf actured for the apartment, 
chiefly in tones of fawn, having borders of scrolls in 
Louis XV. style, with wreaths of roses. The drap- 
eries will be in a rich tone of fawn, with embroider- 
ed borders, and the valance above the window cur- 
tains will have scroll work In metal embroidery. 
The walls will be covered with a Watteau striped 
silk brocade, with fawn ground strewn with bouquets 
of roses. There is also a fine exhibit of the new 
styles in Renaissance, Russian, Brussels, Irish point 
and Cassaband lace. The Providence branch is under 
the supervision of Mr. C. J. Vieau, all work being 
done by a competent staff of assistants. 



MESSRS. JAMES McCREEKY & CO. 

LACE for window draping may be seen in great 
profusion at the salesrooms of Messrs. McCreery 
& Co., at Broadway and lltu street, New York City, 
a firm which is noted for having always the newest 
and latest styles. They have had great success with 
a Nottingham curtain, made in imitation of a more 
costly fabric, the pattern forming a border and dado 
of scroll work, irregularly invading the plain center 
of the curtain, without any of the hard dividing 
lines so often seen in lace patterns. Ruffled lace cur- 
tains in the cheaper grades are quite the rage at 
present, and for those who are tired of having the 
Nottingham curtain there are some very cheap cur- 
tains in Irish point that are quite artistic and refresh- 
ing to look at. 

Iq machine embroidered cushion covers, bureau 
covers and doileys there is a wonderful variety of 
patterns of most artistic finish. In drapery hangings 
there is a new French damask curtain composed of 
jute and wool, which has a border and dado, very 
stylish in appearance, which sells for $5 a pair. 
Magnificent designs are shown in jute portieres, the 
price of which goods ranges from $30 per pair up- 
wards. New and artistic patterns are shown in 
chenille curtains, which disguise as far as possible 
the fact that the curtains are made of chenille, and 
in this the patterns are most successful. 

Many people nowadays, in view of having stained 
glass windows in their vestibule doore and sidelights, 
are having the plain glass covered with squares of 
Marie Antoinette lace, the scroll work being formed 
of a rather wide tape. This gives the lace a heavy 
architectural effect, making it a most-efficient dec- 
oration for vestibule doors. We were shown a set 
of lace decorations, consisting of a large square for 
the door panel, with two narrow pieces for the side 
lights, and four smaller squares for the lights in the 
transom, the whole outfit being a special order, and 
costing $100. The lace fabric is supplemented by 
curtains of vestibule silk, which completes the decora- 
tion of the door. 

The firm is selling out a quantity of floss silk em- 
broidered table covers, as well as those in metallic 
emDroidery, at low prices. To mention the endless 
variety of silks and velvets, not only for draperies, 
but for dresses, would be impossible. We may refer, 
however, to their display of fur cloaks and wraps, 
among which are seen Eastern mink military capes, 
26 inches in length, which are very stylish; English 
box coats in seal, with plain back and front, 20 to 36 
inches in length ; seal and military capes, plain, or 
trimmed with Russian or Hudson Bay sable, ranging 
in length from 24 to 46 inches. There are mattalasse 
Russian circulars, lined with mink and squirrel ; 
crowned Russian sable capes, with long tabs in front 
and Stuart and Medici collars, and neck scarfs of 
Russian and Hudson Bay sable ; also Russian and 
Hudson Bay muffs, mounted with head and bouquet 
holder. Besides these novelties there is a great 
variety of sealskin jackets, varying in leneth from 
25 to 38 inches. 



MESSRS. A. B. & E. Z,. SHAW. 

THIS well-known Boston firm of furniture manu- 
facturers are exerting every effort to keep pace 
with the increasing refinement exhibited by the pub- 
lic in search of furniture in the pure style. Many of 
their conceptions in the Empire style are marvels of 
dignity and elegance, their chairs and sofas being in 
polished mahogany, decorated with ormolu brass 
ornaments. 

There is a distinct tendency at present to break 
away from the more exact features of the French 
18th century styles, in favor of what may be called 
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a modern classic style, and many of the articles pro-, 
duced by this firm portray a Greek refinement, de- 
lightfully embellished with simple classic earring. 

Their library furniture is rich and solid, and the 
furniture for club use is of ample and solid propor- 
tions, generally constructed in polished oak and up- 
holstered in leather. They make a specialty of three 
piece suites In the line of parlor and library furni- 
ture, all of which are well designed and of exquisite 
finish and extremely well suited to the modern taste 
for furniture of the better class. 



FLEXIBLE BOOK & SHUTTER CO. 

THERE are two things at the Mechanic's Fair in 
Boston that set the most careless spectator think- 
ing. One is the immense mortar gun for harbor defense 
that will throw a 600 pound shell seven miles, landing 
it within a circle six feet in diamerer, and the other 
is that capital group of inventions known as " The 
Flexifold Doors," an examination of which seems to 
disenchant one with the usual patterns of swinging 
or folding doors. The idea was inspired by a spirit 
of economy in space, for, to roll away doors of a 
house, admits of course, of more room, whateverthe 
arc of the circle described by the ordinary door. 

These flexible inventions have the merit of ele- 
gance, the ribbed or plane surfaces, in combination 
with panels being beautiful in effect and of the 
highest finish, while the immense winding partition 
that is easily made to disappear into a pilaster in the 
wall, is indeed a curiosity that excites the wonder 
and admiration of all. 

Yankees are inventive creatures, but they are not 
always happy ia their ideas, and a walk among some 
of the departments in the Mechanic's Fair will em- 
phasize this, but a door or blind that when opened 
noiselessly hides itself away in the wall, is certainly 
a credit to Yankee inventive genius. 

A temper, or gust of wind, can find no virtue in a 
Flexifold Door because it will neither slam nor stick. 



MESSRS. CUSHMAN BROS. & CO. 

"THIS firm are having a great success with their 
1 latest line of shades, their customers having the 
benefit of the selection from over 200 new patterns. 
One of the designs consists in having the shade 
printed with a dado with lace effects, with fringed 
bottoms. There are also handsome^ floral and fancy 
designs. The various lines of goods manufactured 
by the firm are in illustration of the manner in which 
different varieties of goods, having in themselves no 
special relation to each other, are dealt in by a sin- 
gle firm. To their line of shade goods is added a 
trade in hassocks, fancy brass ware, including 
mirrors and brass tables, or tables comprising brass 
and onyx, poles and pole trimmings, enameled stair- 
cloths, upholsterer's trimmings and furnishing odd- 
ments in great variety. It was discovered by the 
manufacturer of shades that the shade dealer usu- 
ally dealt in hassocks, brass goods, enameled cloths 
and so on, and, therefore, the manufacturer of win- 
dow shades has simply adapted himself to the re- 
quirements of the dealer. 

They are manufacturing a fine line of onyx and 
plush toped tables, ranging from $5 to $40 for the 
holiday trade, and are showing handsome specimens 
of Florentine picture frames and mirrors in gilt and 
silver. The firm is located at 84 Holly street, Bos- 
ton, with factories at Somerville and Cambridge, 
Mass. 

MESSRS. CHARLES W. SPURR CO. 

S PURR'S natural wood veneers and carvings for 
interior decorations are manufactured by Ohas. 
W. Spurr & Co., of 93 Lincoln street, Boston, Mass. 
Since the introduction of these fine veneers and 
carvings a radical change has been going on in in- 
terior decoration. The plastered walls and papers, 
with their artificial colorings are giving place to the 
softness of real mahogany, walnut, ash, and other 
fine wood veneers. Vestibules, halls, libraries and 
other apartments are decorated in solid wood panel 
work, finished with natural wood panels, which re- 



sist.the action of heat, damp and steam, and which 
cling to the foundation they are put upon as tightly 
as the bark of the tree, thus proving a most satisfac- 
tory, beautiful and durable method of interior en- 
richment. 

The natural wood panels are prepared in thin 
sheets, and are backed with a preparation which 
renders them impervious to heat or dampness. They 
may be placed directly upon plastered ceilings, and 
laid out in panels, dados, center- pieces, etc., in as 
simple or elaborate designs as may be desired. 
These, in connection with their new patent wood 
carvings, give all the effect of richness and elegant 
cabinet work and hand carvings in the fine and rare 
woods, such as mahogany, satin wood, Circassian 
walnut, French walnut burl, Hungarian ash, bird's- 
eye maple, figured American walnut and many oth- 
ers. Their work is well-known in New York and 
vicinity, and has for a number of years past been 
adopted in Boston and vicinity, and at the present 
moment there is a fine exhibit of the Spurr interior 
decorations in the Mechanic's Institute Fair that is 
being held in Boston, wherein the beautiful effects 
that can be produced by the proper combination of 
different woods, at a small cost, as compared with 
that of woods as ordinarily used, are exhibited. 

We do not hesitate to recommend these veneerings 
or wood tapestry, as they are sometimes called, for 
all suitable interior decoration, as being both eco- 
nomical and durable. We doubt if any given amount 
of money spent in the construction of a house will 
and so much to its beauty and finish as the utiliza- 
tion of the Spurr veneers, and the firm will be 
pleased to send samples of the veneers, together 
with testimonials from well-known patrons to any 
one making application for same. 



THE JACOBSON MFG. CO. 

\l\ OULDING8 for walls and ceilings are very dec- 
* * * orative adjuncts in the treatment of interiors. 
The Jacobson Mfg: Cq. are leaders in this line of 
business, and as the fashion at present is to have the 
mouldings tinted to harmonize with the wall hang- 
ings, they are showing a great variety of patterns in 
all the softer colorings at present in vogue for wall- 
papers and textile fabrics. A moulding to suit a 
flock paper is shown, the carved central member 
being in maroon and the outer members in gold. The 
application of artistic patterns in compo. has very 
greatly extended the decorative usefulness of mould- 
ings. Many of the designs are of the Empire, Ro- 
coco, Renaissance and Greek styles, interspersed 
with floral relief, a beautiful design of morning glor- 
ies in silver relief being particularly fine. There are 
classic festoons in gold on grounds embossed with 
fine lines. The colors are usually what are called 
shellac colors ; after being painted, a coat of shellac 
is given to the moulding, which prevents the paint 
from tarnishing the metals that are used, and the re- 
sult is that the final coat of paint shines like soft 
enamel and the metallic effects remain untarnished. 
Water colors are frequently employed, the dull, soft 
tone of the color being desirable in many cases. 
Other mouldings are in natural woods, highly pol- 
ished ; quartered sycamore, ash, walnut and mahog- 
any are popular woods for this purpose. In many 
cases mouldings are made in plain wood, which is 
afterward burnished in copper, silver, gold, etc. 
A distinctive feature of many mouldings, whether 
decorated in relief composition or not, is the use of 
minute bead and cube repeats, after the Greek style, 
which give an artistic! feeling to the modelling of 
the moulding. 

The Jacobson Mfg. Co. have recently supplied four 
thousand feet of moulding for the decoration of the 
ballroom and Columbia Restaurant on Fourteenth 
street. There is a chair moulding, iyi inches wide, 
having a fine design in relief, the colors being white 
and gold. A fine 2J4 inch Renaissance moulding is 
used for the wall panels. Within this, an inch 
moulding, following the outlines of the chair mould- 
ing and separating therefrom the wide stiling, alto- 
gether form the border of the panels. The firm also 
manufacture picture mouldings, but their chief busi- 



ness is with decorators, and they are prepared to 
furnish all sorts of patterns in mouldings of any 
width that may be desired, and decorated to harmon- 
ize with either the wall-paper or the ceiling decora- 
tions. The office of the firm is located 282 West 116 
street, New York city. 

A. GEOFFROY. 

THE design of a screen, made by G. Dupuy, appear- 
ing in our November issue, is an illustration of 
the original, which is imported by Mr. A. Geoffroy, 
of 853 Broadway, New York, from the manufacturer, 
M. H. Bury, of Paris. The screen is a miracle of 
wood carving in walnut, and is valued at $360. 



A NEW WINDOW. 



WH. JOHNSON, of Aurora, 111., has invented a 
* new window, combining some points that may 
be of interest to the builder. It does away entirely 
with the use of side locks and catches on the window 
and springs on the blind, and has it so arranged that 
a window can be raised to any point and will hold 
itself. He also has a flexible screen that unfolds 
when the window is raised, and. is always ready for 
use. It is a very complete and simple thing, and 
forms an absolutely tight joint around the window 
and sash. Photos may be had on application. Mr. 
Johnson proposes to appoint one architect in each 
city and town, to handle bis invention. 



LITERARY NOTICES. 
The Papular Science Monthly for November con- 
tains an article entitled "Color in FloweringPlants," 
by Alice Carter, and Herr Dr. Bilsinger discusses 
"Modern Nervousness and its Cure," in a paper 
containing many valuable practical suggestions. 

Wobthington Co., of 747 Broadway, New York, 
announce the publication of the story No. 3 in their 
Fair Library the novel entitled " One Year, A Tale 
of Wedlock." Translated from the Swedish. 1 vol/ 
12 mo. Paper, 25 cents. 

A strange but intensely interesting volume. The 
heroine is certainly one of the most original figures 
in contemporary fiction, the character drawing is 
true to life ; its story treats of questions of love and 
marriage under peculiar circumstances. The narra- 
tive is interspersed with many charming descriptions. 

" Mohby," by Emile Zola. 1 vol. 12mo. With 
portrait and other illustrations. Cloth, $1.00 ; paper, 
50 cents. 

This most powerful novel treats of money and its 
votaries. It is, as its name implies, a record of the 
effect produced upon the human race by its greed 
for gold. It represents certain capitalists, or rather 
speculators, who, instead of being gamblers out 
and out are so under another name, in an apparently 
legitimate way are extremely enterprising with other 
people's money, start banking institutions, steam- 
ship companies, etc., at first making lots of money, 
paying out high dividends, but finally draw out or 
lose all in speculations recklessly planned. When 
the crash comes of course thousands of innocent 
people Buffer by it, and this Zola, a novelist of a 
most extraordinary fecundity and force, pictures in 
a novel which must be considered wonderful, as it is 
so true to life. In every respect it is a masterly 
work, in which a difficult subject is handled with the 
utmost skill and which sustains the most unflagging' 
interest to its last page. 

Worthington Co., 747 Broadway, New York. 

No book published within the past decade has been 
received with such enthusiasm by the press and the 
reading public as the "Goddess of Atvatabar" or the 
story of a trip to the Interior World, by William R. 
Bradshaw, editor of The Decorator and Fdb- 
hishbb. The following are a few of many hundred 
similar opinions of the press as to this extraordinary 
work. 

" A work of dazzling originality.— The Brooklyn 
Eagle, N. Y. 

" Bradshaw's ingenuity and inventiveness are ap- 
parently limitless."— Charles Scridner's Sons Booh 
Buyer, 
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" New, fresh, original, mysterious, startling." — 
Home Journal, New York. 

"Unheard of and startling situations." — Spy, 
Worcester, Mass. 

"BRA.DSHAwpo88esBesa genius that rivals the best 
imaginative writing extant." — The Times, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

" Will make the most venturesome reader catch 
his breath."— The Sunday Call, Newark, N. J. 

"Brilliant, thrilling, intense." — Norfolk Land- 
mark, Va. 

" Creative fiction of the greatest power." — 
Wilkesbarre Record, Pa. 

"Flowers whichthink." — Evening Telegram,New 
York. 

"Ingenious and imaginative to the highest de- 
gree." — Chicago Inter-Ocean. 

" One of the most tremendous efforts of the imag- 
ination put forth by any writer." — Rochester (N. Y.) 
Democrat and Chronicle. 

The book is published by J. F. Douthitt, 286 Fifth 
avenue, New York. It contains 820 pages and has 
44 original illustrations by seven well-known artists. 
It is bound in cloth, with full gold stamping. Price, 
$2 00. 

" T^HE TRUTH ABOUT BEAUTY," by Annie 
I Wolf, is the title of a work that has just 
been . published by the United States Book Co. of 
this city. Feminine beauty is the theme of the book, 
and as the decoration of the- human-face and figure 
is a subject of universal interest', we cannot have too 
many books on the subject, if only the reader can be 
taught the secret of beauty. The author is enthusi- 
astic about her subject, and explains her theories in 
a fervid style of language that leaves no doubt as to 
her sincerity in the matter. 

In our way of thinking, the best secret is to be 
born beautiful, with all that such a statement im- 
plies — to receive from nature a faultless face and 
figure, and a complexion that can defy the elements, 
and then the preservation of beauty becomes an 
easy task. Mrs. Wolf is a beautiful woman herself 
— she was born so, and has doubtless conserved her 
beauty by the many expedients described in her 
book, for in her preface she refers to "laws written 
out of her own experience," from which we infer 
that a beautiful woman, at least, may continue to 
possess bodily splendor by making use of Mrs. 
Wolf 's laws of loveliness. 

Will recipes make an ugly woman beautiful ? is, 
however, the burning question of the hour. We 
believe our author's advice will emphasize every 
good point a woman possesses, and if the same wo- 
man could live again on earth through say one hun- 
dred reincarnations, she doubtless would, if the book 
before us is faithfully lived up to, become entranc- 
ingly beautiful. And the author's argument may 
be based on the doctrine of reincarnation. 

Our author first teaches the laws of good health, 
claiming that "temperance, purity and exercise, 
create an external beauty." She further states that 
beauty is acquired by activity, by the excellence of 
the particular system of motion adopted by the body, 
by the perfection of the nutritive and seneous sys- 
tems, by friction, baths, and " polarization." Polar- 
ization is a good word, for it contains the essence of 
a thousand virtuous practices to be explained in 
another volume. 

So far Mrs. Wolf is in accord with many previous 
writers as to the means of acquiring beauty, except 
that, whereas the- Baronne Staffe recommends re- 
pose, or serenity of mind, as a beautifier, our author- 
ess on the contrary, insists on a woman rioting in her 
emotions. "Dance, act, write, sing, shout till the 
heavens are riven," she says, if you wish to be beauti- 
ful. But beyond the physical development of 
beauty, Mrs. Wolf rightly claims that the soul is the 
cardinal beautifier. The chapters that discuss the 
regeneration of the body by this glorious force that 
dwells within are a distinct addition to the literature 
of beauty. Its rapturous vibrations, its daring and 
courage, its heroism and spirituality, its transforma- 
tions, its bloom and eternal youth, its ecstatic enthu- 
siasm, its perfect expression, and above all its purity, 
are proclaimed *s factors that chisel the face with 



perfect beauty. Mrs. Wolf says : " It may not be a 
chaste soul, nor a virtuous soul, but soul itmustbe." 
That this statement is not wholly ex cathedra, she 
proves later on by stating that " The moral condi- 
tions of beauty, unless guided by a stern self- restric- 
tion, lead to profligacy," and further that "debau- 
chery and temper deform any face," therefore we 
conclude purity is best. 

Mrs. Wolf believes in love as a beautifier, and 
thinks a woman should be "all fire, all love, all 
passion, all delight," and states that " mothers should 
teach their daughters the holy joy of lavishing upon 
their husbands their most fervid emotions." But 
supposing a very common want, that the young lady 
has no lover or husband to lavish her affections 
upon, or, that having a husband, he has grown indif- 
ferent and careless of her love — for, as our author 
says, " nine-tenths of women married or single are 
loved, and then starved of love " — what then ? Or 
suppose the woman herself begins the starving out 
process, and takes a dislike to the man she loved — 
how is she to retain bloom and beauty ? This, how- 
ever, does not invalidate the claim that love, where 
it exists, has a Grecian force in sculpturing the 
human form divine. 

The sum of Mrs. Wolf's argument is this : that a 
woman with a perfect nutritive system, who observes 
sanitary laws, and whose whole being is irradiated 
with the sunlight of love, will be soft, sweet, volup- 
tuous and lovely. Amen. 

"The Truth About Beauty " will form a valuable 
companion to the work entitled " My Lady's Dress- 
ing Room," adapted from the French of the Baronne 
Staffe by Harriet Hubbard Ayer. The former em- 
phasizes the soul qualities of beauty, while the latter 
is only concerned with the physical means to be em- 
ployed. Both are complementary to each other, and 
the reader thus equipped will learn all there is to 
know about this most seductive subject. 

The book contains sixteen full-page illustrations, 
of the figures of beautiful women, of a nondescript 
relation to the text. Many of the figures are repre- 
sentations of the authoress herself, and all are posing 
as expressions of different types of beauty. The 
book contains 212 pages and is handsomely bound in 
cloth with full gold stamping. 



HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO. 

THESE well-known publishers have issued a line 
of illustrated books for the holiday trade of 
surpassing excellence in literary merit, typography, 
illustration and binding. Perhaps their finest pro- 
duction is entitled " A Wonder Book for Girls and 
Boys," by Nathaniel Hawthorne, with sixty designs 
by Walter Crane. The book was written by the au- 
thor in 1851 and is a reproduction of the classic 
legends of The Gorgon's Head ; the story of Midas 
called "The Golden Touch;" Pandora and the 
Chest, called " The Paradise of Children ; " Hercules 
and the Golden Apples of the Hesperides, called 
" The Three Golden Apples ; " Philemon and Baucis 
or "The Miraculous Pitcher," and the story of "The 
Chimasra." 

The stories are supposed to be told to a party of 
children by a student of Williams College on the 
porch of a country seat called Tanglewood, after the 
style in which the stories of the Heptameron are told. 
The classic form of the original fables has been mod- 
ified — Gothicized — as the author says, or made more 
romantic. These literary gems are imperishable, for 
they illustrate for all time the profoundest elements 
of human nature. Fashioned in" an age when sci- 
ence was all but unknown and when men's minds 
were ruled by the creatures of their own imagina- 
tion, Gorgons and Chitnseras, gods and goddesses, 
flying horses and Centaurs, nymphs and witches were 
implicitly believed in. And even yet the universe 
of science has grown but little larger. Our little 
world has been superficially explored and men in 
proof of the fact that a little learning is a dangerous 
thing are skeptics as to what is contained in the 
realm of the invisible, forgetful of the fact that nat- 
ural law does not limit its activities to the universe 
of man's comprehension, but extends into the realm 



of the unknown. Gorgon and nymph are forever 
possible actualities as well as symbols of the complex 
web of human life. 

The illustrations by Walter Crane are beautifully 
lithographed in colors and in conception and execu- 
tion are equal to the immortal fables they illustrate. 
This artist possesses a sublime imagination and his 
technique is weird, poetic and ideal. The full page 
pictures would in themselves form excellent designs 
for stained glass windows. The many headpiece6 and 
tailpieces, as well as the full page pictures, are 
strong, weird and original in drawing and pre-Ra- 
phaelite in color. The decorative element prevails 
throughout. The tailpiece on page 77 represents a 
Santa Claus on snow shoes in the pose of a sybil, 
surrounded by a tracery of holly leaves; bearing 
in his right are a book of fables and in his left the 
wand of Bacchus. The color is a pale, dull tur- 
quoise blue, with a setting sun behind the figure in 
dull maroon. The whole would form a magnificent 
seal for a poet. 

" Dorothy Q, together with a Ballad of the Boston 
Tea Party and Grandmother's Story of Bunker Hill 
Battle," is the title of a new edition de luxe of three 
famous poems by Oliver Wendell Holmes, with il- 
lustrations by Howard Pyle. No better combina- 
tion of poet and artist could exist to illuminate the 
history and poetry of the Revolutionary epoch. 
Every page of the dainty volume has a Colonial 
flavor. Each page of poetry is interleaved with a 
quaint illustration. The subject of the first poem is 
Dorothy Quincy, whose portrait hung in the house 
of the poet's grandfather and was stabbed near the 
right eye by the sword of a British officer. The poet 
certainly " gilds with rhyme her household name," 
and the soft and beautiful features of " damsel Dor- 
othy " have -also inspired the pencil of the artist. 
"The Ballad of the Boston Tea Tarty" celebrates the 
act of the seventeen patriots who, disguised as In- 
dians, boarded the three English tea ships in Boston 
harbor and threw overboard 342 chests of taxei tea. 
The illustrations represent the midnight procession 
to the harbor, the barber leaving " a chin half lath 
ered," the tapster leaving a beer cask flowing, the 
cooper's boys trotting behind their master, the dis- 
gusted Tories, Colonial dames at tea, and the chests 
of tea being thrown out of a ship into the water. 
The poem itself is too well-known to need descrip- 
tion. " Grandmother's Story of Bunker Hill Battle " 
is a poetical rendering of that celebrated historical 
episode. The grandmother is supposed to have seen 
the battle from the belfry of Christ Church, in Salem 
street. The red coats marching through the streets 
of Charlestown, their lines advancing on the earth- 
works of the redoubt, the awe and expectation of 
the group of villagers on the belfry, the rattle of 
musketry, the thousand men lying bleeding on the 
slopes of Bunker's Hill, the burning of Charlestown, 
the renewal of the attack on the breastworks of the 
patriots, and their final retreat are eloquently de- 
scribed and illustrated. The volume is handsomely 
bound in dark grey cloth, with silver decoration. 

Still another book is entitled " At Sundown," by 
John Greenleaf Whittier, with fine photogravure il- 
lustrations by E. H Garrett, and is a pleasant mem- 
ory of the departed gentle poet of New England. 
The first edition of the volume was privately print- 
ed two years ago and speedily exhausted among the 
author's friends. The demand for it since then has 
been so persistent that the poet, in July, 1892, con- 
sented to the publication of the volume in its pres- 
ent form, with additional poems. They are the last 
poems written by Whittier, and as such possess a 
special significance. " Between the Gates " is the 
thought of a soul on the frontier of the infinite, 
where 

" The known shall lapse in the unknown 
As twilight into day." 

The volume contains eighteen poems, two of these 
being on Oliver Wendell Holmes. They are pervaded 
with that melancholy sweetness and Christian feeling 
that have made Whittier's poems so popular. The di- 
dactic element is happily blended with a deep love of 
nature, of green woodland paths and whispering 
rills. The volume is bound in white and gold and 
will form a delightful holiday book. 
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